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BLAKEDOWN BOLT FRIDAY 25TH JUNE 2010

Our fourth annual event is taking place on what we hope will be a lovely midsummer evening. If you're
feeling energetic enough to enter the 10km run, you can download an entry form from
www.blakedownvillage.co.uk or pick one up in the Post Office. The race, as always, is filling up fast. As
we go to press, half the places have been taken, so don't wait too long!
This is a community event, and we rely on dozens of volunteers to help us on the evening of the event.
If you could spare a few hours to marshal (basically just making sure the runners take the right
turning, and giving them lots of encouragement) we'd love to hear from you, even if you've never done
anything like this before. And we need people to help serve on the BBQ and refreshments at the sports
field. Please contact  Vicky Swindells on 01562 701265 if  you can help.
All profits from the Blakedown Bolt go to the fund for rebuilding the sports pavilion.

ARE YOU PASSIONATE ABOUT OUR PLAYGROUND?

If you're a parent or grandparent of young children, you'll probably be aware of the excellent facilities
at the playground in Blakedown, that is part of the Sports Centre. But did you know that only a few
years ago it faced closure because the original equipment was outdated and unsafe? A small group of
parents got together and raised significant funds to pay for new equipment. Some money remains in
the playground fund, and there have been suggestions that it could be used to pay for equipment more
suitable for very young children. But, if this very welcome progress is to go ahead, we need a new
generation of parents/grandparents to get involved and decide how the money should be spent.

The playground is used a tremendous amount by local children, and many parents enjoy daily free
parking in the Sports Centre car park when dropping off and picking up their children. For the children,
it's special treat to be allowed to play on the park after school. This has formed a precious happy
memory for generations of Blakedown School children, and it is to be hoped, for many future
generations.

Joining the Playground Committee would not be a huge commitment. Meetings would only need to be
held a few times a year. But the ideas and enthusiasm you could bring to such a group will help make
what is already a fantastic facility even better, especially for our younger visitors!

The Parish Council pays for the playground's annual ROSPA inspection, and traditionally a spruce-up
day is held each Spring when there's a healthy turnout of local people to paint the fence, trim trees etc.
You would receive support and advice if required initially from former members of the Playground
Committee.

If you are interested in joining the Playground Committee please contact the Sports Centre Chairman
Diane Welbourn on 01562 700623

Spring Clean 25" April 2010 at 10.30 am

Although in a poor state of repair we still try and keep the pavilion clean and tidy. We plan a big tidy up
on Sunday 25% April at 10.30am. All help gratefully received. If you have any DIY skills or are handy
with a mop or hoover, please join us. Tea & coffee provided!

VOLUNTARY WORK

The Sports Centre is looking for volunteers in a range of positions.

All voluntary work is good experience for the world of work and can be included on CV’s, job

applications and University applications. It's a great way of extending your skills base.

We need:

e Web Site Manager (currently part of the Churchill and Blakedown village web site)

e Grounds Caretakers who can be creative in the care of the sports centre and also take pride in the
skilful preparation required for the field for playing sport.

e Playground volunteer

There are other roles that may match your current skills or you may have a specific interest which we

could help you develop.

The Chairman would be happy to provide references for your future career. We are a small and

dedicated team and are always ready to welcome new volunteers.

Please contact the Sports Centre chairman Diane Welbourn on 01562 700623



https://web.nhs.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=877ec954c1354c4697747fa83329c317&URL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.blakedownvillage.co.uk%2F

Cricket

Spring is in the air and its time to wash the cricket whites.

Blakedown Cricket Club is a group of men and youths who play friendly games, at home and away on
Sunday afternoons. If you are interested in playing regularly or occasionally give us a call.

We are planning training at the Sports field and in nets at Belbroughton prior to the first match on
Sunday 2" May.

If you interested in taking part or think you can support your local team with preparation of the wicket
or scoring, call Russ Welbourn on 01562 700623.

Football

The Sports field regularly hosts football games for both adults and youths. Though the season is coming
to an end, planning for the next season is never far away. If you have an interest in football at
Blakedown call Ian Challis on 07786 545744

Tennis
Club Contacts - Main Contact : Doug Evans (Chairman) 07796948803
Junior Organiser : Jo Skym 01562887233
Treasurer : Adam Jones 07717654556
Secretary : David Brown 01562884919

1) Blakedown runs 4 teams in total:

2 teams (1 Mens & 1 Ladies) in the Hereford & Worcester League
2 teams (1 Mens & 1 Mixed) in the Kidderminster League

2) The Summer Calendar for the club has started as of the 1st April & copies are available by
contacting any of the members shown above.

3) Club nights begin again on Monday evenings from 7pm starting on Monday 12th April & continue
until end of September. The club is always looking for new members of any standard & anyone
interested should come along to any of the Monday evening sessions where they will find a warm
welcome & can try it out for themselves. Concessionary membership rates are available to all new
members & last for 12 months.

4) The club runs a number of coaching sessions for both Juniors (up to 15y) & adults throughout the
year. Junior coaching with our LTA approved coach takes place on Thursdays & Fridays from
4pm until 7pm (different age groups).

Anyone interested should contact Vanessa Brown on 07765 868091 for Junior or Tony Wright

07842038548 for Adults Doug Evans 07796 948803

The Sports Pavilion

The Pavilion rebuild is getting ever closer and the hope is that work will start June/July time. The funds
are in place to go to tender and we are seeking extra funding from Worcestershire Leader funding to re-
introduce some energy saving elements that have had to be withdrawn due to the budget.

The current building is also slightly smaller to meet the budget restraints, but is essentially the same
that received planning permission November 2008. The new design is with planning now for their
approval of the changes.

Impression of Proposed Building

Churchill & Blakedown Sports & Recreation Centre
AGM
To be held on Wednesday 28t April 8pm
At the Pavilion, Birmingham Rd
All Welcome
For further details or interest contact
Diane Welbourn, 6 Sculthorpe Rd Blakedown Tel.: 01562 700623
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